HOLLY PEKOWSKY

New York, NY	hollypekowsky1@gmail.com
Cell:   917.680.1566 	www.linkedin.com/in/holly-pekowsky

Partner with 20+ years of diverse experience in strategic counseling, enforcement, prosecution, and litigation involving trademark, trade dress, design patent, unfair competition, copyright, Internet law, and other IP issues on behalf of companies across a wide variety of industries, including well-known department stores, luxury and lifestyle apparel and jewelry brands, fast fashion brands, national discount retailers, healthcare systems, and  hospitality, food and beverage, medical, plush toy and consumer electronics companies. 
LEGAL EXPERIENCE
AMSTER ROTHSTEIN & EBENSTEIN LLP, New York, NY	May 1998 - Present
Partner, Senior Associate, Associate

· Provide strategic counseling to clients on a wide range of trademark, trade dress, design patent, copyright, right of publicity, licensing, advertising, and Internet law issues on behalf of companies across a wide variety of industries. 
· Responsible for all aspects of trademark and copyright practice, including clearance, prosecution, maintenance, and enforcement of trademark and copyright portfolios; TTAB opposition and cancellation proceedings; UDRP proceedings and other domain name disputes; pre-litigation disputes; federal court litigation; dispute resolution; settlement, license, assignment, coexistence, and related IP agreements.
· Review advertising copy and product packaging for IP issues, including proper use of trademarks and support for advertising claimed.
· Develop and implement comprehensive global IP policing and enforcement programs to protect clients’ trademarks and to combat the distribution of infringing goods.
· Handle domestic trademark prosecution and clearance work and coordinate with foreign counsel regarding trademark prosecution and clearance of foreign trademarks.
· Negotiate and draft intellectual property licenses and transfers, work-for-hire agreements, non-disclosure agreements, coexistence agreements, and other commercial agreements.
· Responsible for conducting intellectual property due diligence and negotiating related agreements for mergers and acquisitions and stock transfers, including reviewing IP portfolio of to-be-acquired company and IP agreements of to-be-acquired company; represented the seller in the sale of an alcohol brand to a global leader in premium drinks; represented the purchaser of a controlling interest in a celebrity fashion and lifestyle brand.
· Manage a team of junior attorneys and paralegals in all aspects of trademark and copyright practice, including legal research, draft pleadings and notice letters.
· Responsible for various aspects of litigation, including assessing strengths and weaknesses of cases and strategizing with clients, preparing pleadings and initial disclosures, preparing and responding to discovery, preparing and responding to motions in limine, motions to dismiss and for summary judgment, preparing witnesses for depositions, taking and defending depositions, taking witness testimony during trial, and preparing and responding to trial briefs.
· Supervise and manage review of shoes for trademark, trade dress, copyright and design patent issues for major national discount retailer.
· Successfully sued pharmacy for use of name confusingly similar to client’s health system.
· Successfully obtained dismissal of trade dress infringement case for shoes based on failure to sufficiently describe the character and nature of claimed trade dress. 
· Alerted client to unauthorized use of third-party trademarks by to-be-acquired celebrity lifestyle brand company based on review of various due diligence documents, resulting in removal of these uses.
· Prevailed on summary judgment to stop a jewelry company from using a mark which was confusingly similar to her client’s mark, despite the fact that the company claimed the mark was descriptive.
· Drafted sponsored research agreements and technology license agreements for medical universities and research institutions.
· Negotiated successful resolution in copyright infringement litigation involving nationwide manufacturer’s  stuffed animal.

Ladas and Parry LLP, New York, NY	December 1997 - May 1998
Associate

· Supervised and reviewed investigator’s report into counterfeit and/or knockoff jewelry for iconic jewelry brand. Prepared notice letters. Negotiated settlements.
· Drafted and filed trademark complaints for federal litigation.

Rudolph & Beer, LLP, New York, NY	September 1994 - December 1997
Law Student Intern, Associate

· Provided extensive legal counsel for independent films, including negotiating and drafting production, director and talent agreements and options for screenplays.
· Successfully settled right of publicity action involving unauthorized use of client’s image in major network television show.

EDUCATION
BROOKLYN LAW SCHOOL, Brooklyn, NY, J.D. (1995)

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN, Ann Arbor, Michigan, Bachelor of Arts, English (1991)

BAR AND COURT ADMISSIONS
New York State Bar
U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES AND PUBLICATIONS_______________________________________________
Led Amster, Rothstein & Ebenstein’s Women’s Initiatives Group (2017-2020)
“Protecting Your Brand: Trademark Basics,” Westchester Lawyer Magazine (January 2025)
“Tiffany (NJ) Inc. v. eBay Inc.: Guidelines for Online Retailers to Police Third Party Sales of Counterfeit Goods,” Common Law Journal, July 29, 2008
“Tiffany v. eBay: Trademark Owners Beware,” IP Law360, July 16, 2008
“Recent Changes To Trademark Trial And Appeal Board Rules,” NYIPLA, January/February 2008
Alert for Law Firm’s Website: “California Court Differs from NY - Applies Server Test to Rule That Embedding Posts Does Not Constitute Copyright Infringement” (September 28, 2021)
Alert for Law Firm’s Website: “New York Court Rules That Embedding Copyrighted Works Constitutes Copying Within the Meaning of the Copyright Act” (August 5, 2021)
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