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Biblical in origin, the Sukkah 
is an impermanent, elemental 
shelter, erected for one week 
each October, in which it is 
customary to share meals, 
sleep, entertain and celebrate.
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WHAT IS SUKKOT?

WHAT IS A SUKKAH?

Sukkot is a weeklong Jewish holiday that is held in the autumn beginning 

on the 15th day  of the seventh month, Tishri (Lunar Calendar). Sukkot celebrates the

gathering of the harvest as well as commemorates the sheltering of the Israelites 

in the wilderness. 

The goal is to spend as much time as possible in the Sukkah, at the very minimum eating all meals in the 

sukkah—particularly the festive meals on the first two nights of the holiday, when we must eat at least an 

olive-sized piece of bread or mezonot (grain-based food) in the sukkah. Some people even sleep in the 

sukkah. You are encouraged to invite friends and family to spend time with you in the sukkah. It is 

considered a Mitzvah (good deed) to have guests join you in your Sukkah.

Today we are confronted with many issues and themes that Sukkot addresses such as homelessness, 

hunger, refugees, sustainability and even affordable housing.

A Sukkah is a hut-like structure that the Jews lived in during the 40 years of 

travel through the wilderness after the exodus from Egypt. As a temporary 
dwelling, the Sukkah also represents the fact that all existence is fragile, and 

Sukkot is a time to appreciate the shelter of our homes and our bodies.
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The third wall doesn't need to be complete. When the 2 complete walls face each other, and an 
incomplete wall greater than 4 handbreadths is 

perpendicular, it must be within 3 handbreadths’ 
distance from one of the complete walls. 

A SUKKAH MAY BE BUILT ON TOP OF A SUKKAH: 
The sukkah above is kosher and the sukkah below isn’t if 
the sukkah above meets all the parameters of a normal 

sukkah and the sukkah below can physically support the 
floor of the sukkah above; the sukkah below is kosher if 

the sukkah above isn’t kosher and the sukkah below 
meets the parameters of a normal sukkah, or both 

sukkahs meet all restrictions, but the sukkah below 
cannot physically support the floor of the sukkah above.

But no taller than 20 cubits. (1 Cubit = 21 feet) 1 Handbreath = 3.5 inches

The roof cannot be made of utensils, or 
anything conventionally functional when it 

is not part of a sukkah.

A whale may be used to make a sukkah’s walls.

When the 2 complete walls form a corner, and an 
incomplete wall of least one handbreadth is perpendicular 

to one of the complete walls, it must be within 3 
handbreadth’s distance from one of the complete walls.

A sukkah may be built in a tree, like a treehouse. A sukkah may be built on a camel.  A sukkah may be built on a boat.

A sukkah may be built on a wagon.

3

There is no maximum area. Except in New York City where any structure larger 
than 19 x 8 feet is not considered temporary by the 

Department of Buildings.

THE SUKKAH 
EMBODIES MANY 

 SPECIAL 
PROVISIONS 

AND EXCEPTIONS.

 The sukkah must enclose a minimum area 
equal to 7x7 square  handbreadths. 

7X7

   3.5 “

The roof cannot be made of bundles of straw or 
sticks that are tied together (although untied 

straw or sticks may be okay).

The roof cannot be made of food.

The sukkah must draw the eye up to its roof, 
and to the sky beyond.

In day, one must have more 
shade than sunshine.

SUNSHINE 10

The base of the wall must be within 3 handbreadths of the 
ground; the top of the walls must be within 3 handbreadths 
of the roof, but need not touch it directly, provided the walls 

sit directly below and parallel to the edge of the roof.

The roof must be made from something that 
once grew in the ground, and is no longer 

attached to the earth.

3

20>

TWELVE RADICALLY 
TEMPORARY 
STRUCTURES WILL 
BE BUILT IN UNION 
SQUARE PARK IN 
NEW YORK CITY.

At night, one must be able to see the stars from 
within the sukkah, through the roof.

But it can be made of almost anything that grows.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE 
FESTIVAL OF SUKKOT AND TO ENTER: 

 The sukkah must be least 10 handbreadths tall.

19’X8’

SUKKAH
CITY

THE SUKKAH EXISTS AS A PARAMETRIC 
NETWORK OF DESIGN CONSTRAINTS 
AND POSSIBILITIES; OF MUSTS AND 
MAYS AND MAYBES.

THE SUKKAH EXISTS AS AN 
ANCIENT ARCHETYPE IN JEWISH 
TRADITION, RECALLING THE 
HOMELESS EXODUS THROUGH 
THE DESERT AND FESTIVAL OF 
HARVEST AND HOMECOMING: 
A PLACE TO EAT, SLEEP, STUDY, 
THINK, FEEL, AND BE.
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THE SUKKAH IS 
RADICALLY TEMPORARY 

ARCHITECTURE; 
IT IS PERMANENTLY 

UNFINISHED.

THE SUKKAH’S ROOF MUST 
BE MADE OF INDIVIDUAL 

CONSTRUCTION 
ELEMENTS THAT ARE 

BELOW FOUR 
HANDBREADTHS IN WIDTH.

THE SUKKAH MUST 
HAVE WALLS THAT 

REMAIN UNSHAKEN 
BY A STANDARD 

CONTINUOUS WIND.

THE SUKKAH CANNOT 
RESIDE  UNDER ANY 

OVERHANGING SURFACE, 
INCLUDING 

ANY PART OF A TREE.

THE SUKKAH MUST 
HAVE THREE WALLS,

 BUT THE THIRD 
DOESN’T NEED TO 

BE COMPLETE.

THE SUKKAH MUST 
HAVE A ROOF MADE 

OF SCHACH: THE LEAVES 
AND/OR BRANCHES 

OF A TREE OR PLANT.

THE SUKKAH MUST 
BE AT LEAST 10 

HANDBREADTHS TALL, 
BUT NO TALLER 

THAN 20 CUBITS.

THE SUKKAH
 MUST DRAW THE 

EYE UP TO ITS ROOF, 
AND TO THE 

SKY BEYOND.

THE JURY WILL LOOK FOR WORK THAT COMBINES 
TIMELESS REQUIREMENTS WITH MODERN 
INVENTION, FABRICATION, RISK, & DELIGHT.

RON ARAD 
MICHAEL ARAD
RICK BELL
ALLAN CHOCHINOV
MATIAS COREA 
PAUL GOLDBERGER
NATALIE JEREMIJENKO
STEVEN HELLER
MAIRA KALMAN 
GEOFF MANAUGH
THOM MAYNE
THOMAS DE MONCHAUX
ADA TOLLA
ADAM YARINSKY

A DESIGN 
COMPETITION. 
THE SUKKAH WILL 
BE RE-IMAGINED 
AND RENEWED.

SUKKAHCITY.COM

REGISTER BY: JULY 1st
ENTER BY: AUGUST 1st
INSTALLED: SEP 19th–SEP 21st

FUNDED BY US. 
DESIGNED AND BUILT BY YOU.

NYC / 2010

ORGANIZERS PARTNERS
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UNFINISHED.

THE SUKKAH’S ROOF MUST 
BE MADE OF INDIVIDUAL 

CONSTRUCTION 
ELEMENTS THAT ARE 

BELOW FOUR 
HANDBREADTHS IN WIDTH.

THE SUKKAH MUST 
HAVE WALLS THAT 

REMAIN UNSHAKEN 
BY A STANDARD 

CONTINUOUS WIND.

THE SUKKAH CANNOT 
RESIDE  UNDER ANY 

OVERHANGING SURFACE, 
INCLUDING 

ANY PART OF A TREE.

THE SUKKAH MUST 
HAVE THREE WALLS,

 BUT THE THIRD 
DOESN’T NEED TO 

BE COMPLETE.

THE SUKKAH MUST 
HAVE A ROOF MADE 

OF SCHACH: THE LEAVES 
AND/OR BRANCHES 

OF A TREE OR PLANT.

THE SUKKAH MUST 
BE AT LEAST 10 

HANDBREADTHS TALL, 
BUT NO TALLER 

THAN 20 CUBITS.

THE SUKKAH
 MUST DRAW THE 

EYE UP TO ITS ROOF, 
AND TO THE 

SKY BEYOND.

THE JURY WILL LOOK FOR WORK THAT COMBINES 
TIMELESS REQUIREMENTS WITH MODERN 
INVENTION, FABRICATION, RISK, & DELIGHT.

RON ARAD 
MICHAEL ARAD
RICK BELL
ALLAN CHOCHINOV
MATIAS COREA 
PAUL GOLDBERGER
NATALIE JEREMIJENKO
STEVEN HELLER
MAIRA KALMAN 
GEOFF MANAUGH
THOM MAYNE
THOMAS DE MONCHAUX
ADA TOLLA
ADAM YARINSKY

A DESIGN 
COMPETITION. 
THE SUKKAH WILL 
BE RE-IMAGINED 
AND RENEWED.

SUKKAHCITY.COM

REGISTER BY: JULY 1st
ENTER BY: AUGUST 1st
INSTALLED: SEP 19th–SEP 21st

FUNDED BY US. 
DESIGNED AND BUILT BY YOU.

NYC / 2010

ORGANIZERS PARTNERS

The third wall doesn't need to be complete. When the 2 complete walls face each other, and an 
incomplete wall greater than 4 handbreadths is 

perpendicular, it must be within 3 handbreadths’ 
distance from one of the complete walls. 

A SUKKAH MAY BE BUILT ON TOP OF A SUKKAH: 
The sukkah above is kosher and the sukkah below isn’t if 
the sukkah above meets all the parameters of a normal 

sukkah and the sukkah below can physically support the 
floor of the sukkah above; the sukkah below is kosher if 

the sukkah above isn’t kosher and the sukkah below 
meets the parameters of a normal sukkah, or both 

sukkahs meet all restrictions, but the sukkah below 
cannot physically support the floor of the sukkah above.

But no taller than 20 cubits. (1 Cubit = 21 feet) 1 Handbreath = 3.5 inches

The roof cannot be made of utensils, or 
anything conventionally functional when it 

is not part of a sukkah.

A whale may be used to make a sukkah’s walls.

When the 2 complete walls form a corner, and an 
incomplete wall of least one handbreadth is perpendicular 

to one of the complete walls, it must be within 3 
handbreadth’s distance from one of the complete walls.

A sukkah may be built in a tree, like a treehouse. A sukkah may be built on a camel.  A sukkah may be built on a boat.

A sukkah may be built on a wagon.

3

There is no maximum area. Except in New York City where any structure larger 
than 19 x 8 feet is not considered temporary by the 

Department of Buildings.

THE SUKKAH 
EMBODIES MANY 

 SPECIAL 
PROVISIONS 

AND EXCEPTIONS.

 The sukkah must enclose a minimum area 
equal to 7x7 square  handbreadths. 

7X7

   3.5 “

The roof cannot be made of bundles of straw or 
sticks that are tied together (although untied 

straw or sticks may be okay).

The roof cannot be made of food.

The sukkah must draw the eye up to its roof, 
and to the sky beyond.

In day, one must have more 
shade than sunshine.

SUNSHINE 10

The base of the wall must be within 3 handbreadths of the 
ground; the top of the walls must be within 3 handbreadths 
of the roof, but need not touch it directly, provided the walls 

sit directly below and parallel to the edge of the roof.

The roof must be made from something that 
once grew in the ground, and is no longer 

attached to the earth.

3

20>

TWELVE RADICALLY 
TEMPORARY 
STRUCTURES WILL 
BE BUILT IN UNION 
SQUARE PARK IN 
NEW YORK CITY.

At night, one must be able to see the stars from 
within the sukkah, through the roof.

But it can be made of almost anything that grows.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE 
FESTIVAL OF SUKKOT AND TO ENTER: 

 The sukkah must be least 10 handbreadths tall.

19’X8’

SUKKAH
CITY

THE SUKKAH EXISTS AS A PARAMETRIC 
NETWORK OF DESIGN CONSTRAINTS 
AND POSSIBILITIES; OF MUSTS AND 
MAYS AND MAYBES.

THE SUKKAH EXISTS AS AN 
ANCIENT ARCHETYPE IN JEWISH 
TRADITION, RECALLING THE 
HOMELESS EXODUS THROUGH 
THE DESERT AND FESTIVAL OF 
HARVEST AND HOMECOMING: 
A PLACE TO EAT, SLEEP, STUDY, 
THINK, FEEL, AND BE.
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meets the parameters of a normal sukkah, or both 
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cannot physically support the floor of the sukkah above.

But no taller than 20 cubits. (1 Cubit = 21 feet) 1 Handbreath = 3.5 inches

The roof cannot be made of utensils, or 
anything conventionally functional when it 

is not part of a sukkah.

A whale may be used to make a sukkah’s walls.

When the 2 complete walls form a corner, and an 
incomplete wall of least one handbreadth is perpendicular 

to one of the complete walls, it must be within 3 
handbreadth’s distance from one of the complete walls.

A sukkah may be built in a tree, like a treehouse. A sukkah may be built on a camel.  A sukkah may be built on a boat.

A sukkah may be built on a wagon.
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There is no maximum area. Except in New York City where any structure larger 
than 19 x 8 feet is not considered temporary by the 

Department of Buildings.

THE SUKKAH 
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The roof cannot be made of bundles of straw or 
sticks that are tied together (although untied 

straw or sticks may be okay).

The roof cannot be made of food.

The sukkah must draw the eye up to its roof, 
and to the sky beyond.

In day, one must have more 
shade than sunshine.
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once grew in the ground, and is no longer 
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perpendicular, it must be within 3 handbreadths’ 
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cannot physically support the floor of the sukkah above.

But no taller than 20 cubits. (1 Cubit = 21 feet) 1 Handbreath = 3.5 inches

The roof cannot be made of utensils, or 
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sticks that are tied together (although untied 
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DESIGN CRITERIA:
If the sukkah has only 2 complete walls, and they face 
each other, a third wall of at least 4 handbreadths must 
be within 3 handbreadths of one of the complete walls.

x

The following guidelines are considered 
Kosher by Jewish law. Creative interpretation 
allowed. Entries are encouraged to follow the 

themes of homelessness, hunger, refugees 
sustainability and affordable housing. All 

entries are expected to meet these guidelines.

The roof cannot be made of bundles of straw 
or sticks that are tied together (although 

untied straw or sticks may be okay).

The roof cannot be made of utensils, or 
anything conventionally functional when 
it is not part of a sukkah.

The sukkah must have at least 3 walls, but 
the third doesn’t need to be complete. 

The walls must remain unshaken by a 
steady wind.

A sukkah may be built in a tree, like a 
treehouse. But it cannot be built under 
a tree,  or any overhanging surface.

In day, the roof must provide more shade than 
sunshine. Its individual construction elements 

must be less than 4 handbreadths in width.

A whale may be used to make a Sukkah’s  walls. 
Also a living elephant.

At night one must be able to see the stars 
from within the Sukkah, through the roof.

The following guidelines are considered Kosher 
by Jewish law. Creative interpretation allowed. 
Entries are encouraged to follow the themes of 
homelessness, hunger, refugees sustainability and 
affordable housing.
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SUBMISSION CRITERIA:

Optional Views

Plan, Sections & Elevations

Rendered 3D View

Details & Descriptive Drawings 

Formatted on a landscape 24”x36” poster board 

250 Word Description 

Inspiration behind your Sukkah

Assembly & Disassembly Instructions
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TJC SITE 

4/22/2019 Google Maps

https://www.google.com/maps/@40.3558742,-74.6429316,127a,35y,122.18h,45t/data=!3m1!1e3 1/1

Imagery ©2019 Google, Map data ©2019 Google 20 ft 

Cedar Lane

Nassau Street

Aerial
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TJC SITE 

4/22/2019 Google Maps

https://www.google.com/maps/@40.3552067,-74.6410728,115m/data=!3m1!1e3 1/1

Imagery ©2019 Google, Map data ©2019 Google 20 ft 

6 Sukkahs on TJC Site - Site Design TBD
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Arts Council of Princeton

Jewish Center of Princeton

Palmer Square

Nassau Presbyterian Church

Trinity Church

SITE MAP

YWCA
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COMMUNITY PARTNERS

STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

Arts Council of Princeton

Jewish Federation of Princeton Mercer Bucks

Joshua Zinder Architecture + Design

Sustainable Princeton

The Jewish Center of Princeton

Board of Rabbis

COMMUNITY PARTNERS:

Home Front

Send Hunger Packing Princeton

Princeton Community Housing

Jewish Federation of PMB

Sustainable Princeton

Arts Council of Princeton

Jewish Family & Children’s Services

YWCA

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of 

Princeton               

United Way of Greater Mercer County

Jewish Community Foundation

Trenton Area Soup Kitchen (TASK)

Princeton Senior Resource Ctr (PSRC)

All Sukkahs will be auctioned off at 
the end of the event. Money raised 
from the auction will benefit the 
community partners.

VENUE PARTNERS:

Jewish Center of Princeton 

Trinity Church

Arts Council of Princeton

Nassau Presbyterian

Palmer Square

YWCA
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CONTRIBUTING ARCHITECTS

ARCHITECTS COMMITTED IN 2021

HDR, Inc. 

Joshua Zinder Architecture + Design - JZA+D 

KSS Architects

Michael Landau Architects

Michael Graves Architecture & Design

Mills + Schnoering Architects

Seth A. Leeb Architect

Studio Hillier

ARCHITECTURE STUDENT GROUPS:

Celestial Tensility

Michael Barrios (Team Lead)

Jaison Desai

Kyle Schmitt 

Reyne Bennett 

Jude Cullen

Luis Enriquez

A Windowed Sukkah

Jose Marino (Team Lead)

Daniela Liberato

Claudia AbouDiwan
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STUDENT COMPETITION

A student design competition will be held among local 

High Schools, Colleges and Universities. Various 

studios or individuals at the schools will participate and create 

a Sukkah design based on the provided design criteria. 

Two winners will be selected to be built at 

Sukkah Village 2021 in Princeton, NJ.  
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SUKKAH VILLAGE 2021
SPONSORSHIP

Platinum

$10,000+

Gold

$5,000+

Silver

$3,000+

Film 
Sponsor

$500

Cocktail 
Party

$1,000

Event
Sponsor
$2,500

Sukkah
Sponsor
$3,600

Partner

$1,000+

Supporter

$500+

Contributor

$250+

Friend

$100+
Sponsored Events

Master Program Ads
($1,000) Full Page Ad

($500) Half Page Ad

($250) Quarter Page Ad

Text Recognition

Master Donor Board (x3)
Recognition

Sukkahs

 Plaque Recognition

Events/Panel Discussion

5 min. speech atTalk on Homelessness

5 min. speech atTalk on Hunger 

5 min. speech atTalk on Refugees

5 min. speech atTalk on Sustainability

Website
Recognition on Home Page

Recognition on Donor Page

Press & Media
Recognition in Press Releases

Recognition on Social Media

Reserved Seats at Film

Film

Introduction at Film

(4 @ $500) Film Screening

(1 @ $3,600) Sukkah

Option 

to Talk 

at One 

Panel

Option 

to Talk 

at One 

Panel

6 Seats 6 Seats 4 Seats 2 Seats 2 Seats

SPONSORSHIP
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SCHEDULE

YEAR

WEEK

JANDEC

FRI SAT SUN MONMONSUN

DAY

EVENING

BUILD 
SUKKAHS

AUCTION UP

INFORMAL 
WALK/TOUR

SUNSET SUNSET

SUKKAH 
HOP

(ARCHITECTS 
JOIN)

YOUTH
GROUP

ACTIVITY

TALK
ON

HOMELESSNESS

TALK
 ON

REFUGEES
&

HUNGER

TALK 
ON

SUSTAINABILITY

SUKKAH CITY
FILM 

SCREENING
(Tentative)

SUKKAHS
OPEN TO
PUBLIC

SUKKAHS
OPEN TO
PUBLIC

SUKKAHS
OPEN TO
PUBLIC

SUKKAHS
OPEN TO
PUBLIC

SUKKAHS
OPEN TO
PUBLIC

EVENTHOLIDAYHOLIDAY HOLIDAY

FABRICATE 
SUKKAHS

JUDGING OF 
STUDENT 

COMPETITION
FINALIZE 

COMMUNITY 
PARTNERS

STUDENT 
COMPETITON
ANNOUNCED START 

FUNDRAISING

SUKKAHS
OPEN TO
PUBLIC

SUKKAHS
OPEN TO
PUBLIC

AUCTION 
CLOSE

DISASSEMBLY 
& PICKUP

SUKKOT

TUESTUES WEDWED THURS THURS

FEB MAR APR MAY

SCHOOL SCHEDULE
NJIT - MAY 14TH
PRINCETON - MAY 13TH
KEAN - MAY 13TH

JUN JUL AUG SEP

SEP 19 SEP 24 SEP 25 SEP 26 SEP 27 SEP 28 SEP 29 SEP 30

HOLIDAY HOLIDAY HOLIDAY

SEP 23SEP 20 SEP 21 SEP 22
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IMPORTANT DATES

sukkahvillageprinceton.com

2021 ARCHITECTS KICK-OFF 

WINNERS ANNOUNCED

FUNDRAISING AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

FUNDRAISING AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

FABRICATION OF SUKKAHS

WEEK OF SUKKOT
SUKKAH VILLAGE PRINCETON

JUNE 16TH

JUNE 17TH

JULY

AUGUST

JUNE 17TH - SEPT 19TH

SEPT 19TH - 30TH



SUKKAH
VILLAGE
PRINCETON 2021


