Hello fellow Gotham members: We will soon enter the traditional ‘Holiday Season’, begin to prepare for our own Thanksgiving Celebrations, and plan our holiday gathering calendar. With this in mind, what better time to share with you my own delightful “Gotham Season of Giving” surprise at last year’s Gotham Holiday Cocktail party. The Gotham Cocktail party was a terrific evening for all who attended. It was especially so for me thanks to a special Gotham Foundation gift. Four grants, of $5,000 each, were announced. One Foundation grant was in memory of my father, Hernando Diaz, who had passed away less than three weeks before. What an unexpected surprise and honor!
 
When “Papi” passed away he suffered from dementia and Muscular Dystrophy.  Gotham chose the Muscular Dystrophy Association, my proposed charity, as a grant recipient. When I thanked those present for selecting this wonderful organization I talked about my two sisters and two cousins who suffer from this debilitating, often life-ending disease. Muscular Dystrophy, ALS and related syndromes rob people of so much more than physical ability. My deep gratitude was matched by my family as this was a gift for us all. Honoring my Dad, during the holidays while through funding aiding the research for a cure is the embodiment of Gotham’s mantra “It is better to give than receive, but what goes around comes around.”™ I became a Gotham member because this founding value reflects my own daily mantra “Whatever you give comes back ten-fold”.
 
Again I thank Fred, Nancy, the Tribal Council and everyone who contributed to the Gotham Season of Giving in 2016. The Gotham Foundation grant to MDA was a very special Holiday Gift. I share this with you as a gentle reminder to make a contribution to this year’s “Season of Giving” fund raising efforts.  If you’ve yet to contribute, please do so very soon, so the Foundation can plan to match or surpass the grants from 2016. Perhaps like me you will be as touched and grateful, if your own special non-profit is named a Gotham Foundation grant recipient on Dec. 5th! 

Many good wishes for a joyful Holiday Season to you and your families; Amparo
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